English Schools XC Championships – Wooton Park, Blackburn  - 2015
The course at Wooton Park was well set out, but proved very tough. 
It was a course for athletes that were used to hill work. It was described as an undulating with a steady climb to the top of the saucer with a small ridge at the top. The decent from the top was long and fast, and as athletes entered the bottom field there was a great deal of mud around. Every team had to face the climb and the IB, and SG had to tackle it twice with the SB doing it 3 times.
With the mass starts that are typical of English Schools, falls and Spike injures are to be expected but we were delighted to see that all our athletes finished their races. We had a least 2 athletes that fell, but they are to be commended for getting back up and carrying on. Several athletes were spiked, one quite badly which resulted in him having 5 stitches in his knee when he had finished.
There were some good individual performances and as most of them are bottom age group it bodes well for next year.
Ellie Hobbs JG was our highest placed athlete finishing 14th and missing out on an International vest by 4 seconds!
There were 3 other top 50 finishes, Hannah Hobbs IG, 25th : Aidan Noble JB 32nd and Laura McNab JG 39th. In addition we had another 5 athletes making the top 100. Ellie Leather IG – 63rd, Jo Gentry IB – 91st, Cecilie Andersen SG 94th , Rosie Allen IG 99 and Katie Grinyer SG – 100th.  
The highest placed team was the IG who finished 17th
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